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Bush ‘authorised CIA to kill Saddam’ 
The CIA has launched a covert operation
aimed at toppling Saddam Hussein and has
been given express permission by President
Bush to capture the Iraqi President and if
necessary kill him, according to a report in
yesterday’s Washington Post. News, page 2
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TODAY’S WEATHER
After a wet, cloudy
start it will become 
dry with sunshine.
Warm and humid in
south-east England.
Review, page 23

Helpline costs more than visit to GP
Each call to NHS Direct, the 24-hour helpline
launched to ease the burden on the health
service, costs the taxpayer about 25 per cent
more than a visit to the doctor, official figures
have revealed. Home, page 5

Affluent defaulters to be shamed
Middle-class areas are likely to become the
target of a public shaming policy to help to
recoup £177m of unpaid fines written off by
the courts each year, under guidelines issued
by the Home Office. Home, page 7

Victory for centre right in France
President Jacques Chirac’s centre-right won
a landslide victory in the second round of
French parliamentary elections, taking
almost two thirds of the seats. Europe, page 8

Sri Lanka forced to follow on
England dismissed Sri Lanka for 253 at Old
Trafford, forcing them to follow on 259 behind
on the fourth day of the third Test. The
tourists ended on 63 for 1. Sport, page 9

Israel starts to fence off West Bank 
Israeli bulldozers started levelling the ground
for work on a 75-mile fence to separate the
northern West Bank in a bid to thwart
Palestinian suicide bombers. World, page 10

Belgium ¤2.95; Cyprus
C£1.65; Egypt E£6.50; France
¤2.90; Hong Kong HK$38.00;
Israel NIS19.90; Jordan J
Dinar2.70; Netherlands ¤3.15;
Singapore S$8.55; USA $4.00


